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As we know, a map is not the same thing as the territory it claims to represent. A 
landscape whether viewed, photographed or painted again attempts 
representation, but is a snapshot of a moment, taken from a certain angle. The 


territory always contains so much more, so much that is unknown. 


We have recently been working on the topic of OE policy from the angles of 
landscape and maps; collecting, curating and reviewing in order to build up a big 
picture of the current state of policy, and trying to devise pathways towards 
desired policy destinations. In both cases the territory that concerns us, that we 
are trying to understand and navigate, is the real world of the lived experience of 
learning, teaching, creation and collaboration inside and outside of educational 
organisations, by educators, and of those who seek learning through formal or 
other channels. This territory is also a research field, within which the limits or 
remit of OE remain an open question. OE researchers increasingly consider 
interrelationships between open content, practices, and educators, and between 


the practices engaged in and the reasons for doing so. 


In this session we propose to discuss findings from our review of the makeup of 


the current landscape of OE policy, to highlight the current direction of travel. 


Furthermore, we will argue that in seeking pathways towards open futures, we 
may need to recalibrate our instruments to better reflect the rich and complex 


territory of actual practices. 


This webinar presentation format session aims specifically to address the 
‘developing supportive policy’ action area of the 2019 UNESCO Recommendation 
on OER (but in doing so, also relates to the other action areas). In partnership with 
the OE Policy Hub we have gathered a significant volume of policy material and 
although our analysis of this body of data remains a work in progress, we will seek 
to highlight key findings, and examine this data through a critical lens to pose 


questions for both further research and community action. 


